
Melody’s diary 
be gins lik e  any 
te e n-age  de -
butante ’s diary. 
Sh e ’s ve ry proud 
th at sh e ’s “fig-
ure d out h ow  to 
play th e  piano”, 
and com pare s 
not playing it to 

be ing “lost in dark ne ss”. Sh e ’s le arning all of 
th e  songs in th e  fam ily m issal be cause  sh e  
doe sn’t fe el sh e ’s re ady to play. Th e  diary une x-
pe cte dly dark e ns in th e  autum n of 189 7. One  
m om e nt sh e ’s talk ing about th e  vie w  of th e  
garde n from  h e r w indow  in Se pte m be r, th e n a 
fe w  w e e k s late r sh e  discove rs h e r fiancé is de ad
Sh e  be gins k e e ping h e r diary in 189 4 w h e n h e r 

siste r m arrie s Joh n Alegar of Aletow n. Sh e  
dote s on h e r ne ph e w , M e ril Alegar and at th e  
sam e  tim e  sh e ’s je alous of h e r tw in siste r, 
w h om  th e  boy w as nam e d afte r. W h y can’t 
M elody be  a boy’s nam e  too?
In th e  spring of 189 6— May 3— sh e  note s in 
passing th at h e r fath e r is w orrie d about th e  
nigh t trolls crossing th e  Le ath e r Road. On May 
29 , sh e  w rite s th at som e  goblins are  attack ing 
from  th e  w e st. H e r fath e r is ve ry busy, organiz-
ing th e  tow n and ne igh boring tow ns to figh t th e  
cre ature s.
H e r m oth e r’s ne ph e w  Alan arrive s in July, for 
on July 8 M elody w rite s th at h e  is uncouth  and 
annoying. Alan is a volunte e r soldie r from  
Brigh tw ood Crossing (w h ich  h ad be e n ove rrun 
by nigh t trolls) in h e r fath e r’s re gim e nt and h e  
ofte n stays in Lisport Manor. M elody’s attitude  
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ch ange s ove r th e  ne xt fe w  m onth s, h ow eve r, 
and on Fe bruary 17, 189 7, th e y are  e ngage d to 
be  m arrie d.
Th e re  are  battle s ne ar Lisport th rough out th e  
sum m e r and autum n, and h e r fath e r’s arm y is 
victorious. Sh e  w rite s th at h e r fath e r k e e ps re g-
ular council w ith  h is lie ute nants, and at oth e r 
tim e s w ith  h e r m oth e r and h e r aunt. In th e se , 
Alan som e tim e s tak e s part.
In th e  spring of 189 7, afte r a de cisive  victory 
around March  31, h e r fath e r tak e s h is re gi-
m e nts dow n to th e  Le ath e r Road to assist th e  
oth e r re gim e nts th at h ave  form e d th rough out 
H igh land. Sh e  th ink s h e ’s going to try to re tak e  
Brigh tw ood Crossing, and re store  th e  Mardels 
and Courlande rs w h o fle d th e  goblin h orde s. 
Alan is going, and sh e ’s w orrie d.
Alan leave s on April 27, 189 7. Most of h e r diary 
afte rw ards is about h e r siste rs, h e r young ne ph -
e w , and h e r m oth e r and aunt. H e r aunt is ofte n 
gone , and during July le ave s for ove r a w e e k  to 
travel north . W h e n sh e  ask s h e r m oth e r about 

it, h e r m oth e r tells h e r to pray for h e r aunt. So 
sh e  doe s.
In late  Se pte m be r sh e  be com e s sick , and stays 
ofte n in h e r be droom . During th is pe riod sh e  
gains a frie nd nam e d Robin, w h om  sh e  spe ak s 
to late  into th e  nigh t. Robin sym path ize s w ith  
h e r about h e r fiancé’s abse nce . Robin fe ars th at 
m aybe  h e r fath e r doe sn’t approve  of th e  m ar-
riage .
In late  Octobe r sh e  discove rs th at Alan die d a 
m onth  e arlie r. H e r e ntrie s be gin to be  m ore  in-
coh e re nt at th is tim e , and eve n w orse  afte r h e r 
fath e r re turns in De ce m be r. Sh e  w rite s th at h e  
h ate s h e r, th at h e  delibe rately k ille d Alan just 
lik e  in th e  b ible . H e r m oth e r is alw ays tak ing 
h is side , and sh e ’s afraid for h e r life .
Th e  last e ntry is on De ce m be r 25. Sh e  w rite s 
th at Ch ristm as is de ad to h e r, follow e d by som e  
undate d incoh e re nt ram blings about spide rs, 
h e r fath e r, Alan, and “th is stupid w ar”. Th e  last 
page  re pe ats “a spide r” seve ral tim e s, and fi-
nally “w h y, M elody?”




